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Preface 
This special issue contains papers selected from those presented at the Ninth International Con- 
ference on Numerical Methods and Computational Mechanics (NMCM2002)  held in Miskolc, 
Hungary, July 15-19, 2002. 
The history of international conferences on numerical methods in Hungary dates back to 1968. 
The first meetings focused on the theory and the applications of the numerical linear algebra and 
differential equations. Looking back, one must appreciate the leadership and efforts of Professor 
P. Rdzsa and the Bolyai J~nos Mathematical Society. They succeeded in establishing unique 
opportunities for applied mathematicians from the East and West to meet and discuss their 
research interests. 
Since 1994, the conferences emphasized the interdisciplinary nature of numerical methods and 
computational mechanics and the importance of mathematical concepts in the development of 
numerical simulation methods to achieve quality, reliability, and efficiency. 
Also since 1994, it became a tradition to publish selected papers in this journal. The first in 
the series was Volume 31, Number 4/5 (guest editors P. Rdzsa, J.W. Schmidt, and B. Szab5), 
followed by Volume 38, Number 9/10 (guest editors B. Szabd, A. Gal£ntai, and G. Szeidl) and 
Volume 42, Number 8/9, (guest editors: B. Szabd, K. Balla, A. Gal~ntai, and G. Szeidl). We 
thank Professor Ervin Rodin for the opportunity to publish selected conference papers once again 
in this prestigious journal. 
Our special thanks are due to Prof. Kompi~ for organizing the series of Euro Conferences which 
included the conference NMCM2002.  We are grateful to the International Scientific Committee, 
in particular to Professors Wolfgang Wendland and Herbert Mang, for their advice and support 
in the course of preparations. 
We also thank the sponsors: the European Commission for the support provided within the 
framework of the Human Potential Program, High Level Scientific Conferences as well as the 
Central European Association for Computational Mechanics, the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, 
the University of Miskolc, the University of Zilina (Slovakia) and the Miskolc Committee of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 
The guest editors would not have been able to accomplish their work without the help from col- 
leagues all over the world. Their willingness to take part in the review process, their constructive 
criticisms and suggestions are highly appreciated and greatly valued. 
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